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Message 

I 
� 

Since the inception, the Department of Population Sciences is 
trying to produce experts in population areas and produce 
quality research on contemporary issues on population and 
development to meet national-level research gaps. 
Identifying the trends, patterns, scenarios, sources of gender 
biased sex selection is very important because it causes 
lifelong inequality in society. So the department took the 

·.·. . challenge to conduct a unique research on Exploring
.K\\1)\J Gender-Biased Sex Selection in Bangladesh: A Review of The
\\\\!i\\\� Situation. Research on these issues based on the existing data
1 ..... sources (sample census data of BBS, BDHS, SVRS, and MICS)

are very complex in nature. Despite these complexities the department successfully 
completed the research for the first time in Bangladesh. Compared to the neighbouring 
countries such as India, China, Korea, Viet Nam, very limited attention has been given in these 
areas in Bangladesh. This is very basic and pioneering research work in identifying 
Gender-Biased Sex Selection in our society. The study will help eliminating discrimination 
against women in general and ensuring women empowerment in particular. The findings of 
this research would be very effective in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and 
fulfilling the commitment of the Government of Bangladesh to eliminate discrimination 
against women that persists due to sex selection. 

The output of this report and its policy recommendations will be very useful for the 
government, donor agencies, NGOs, and researchers to understand the complex dynamics of 
Gender-Biased Sex Selection and to design effective measures to reduce inequalities by sex. It 
will facilitate further research based on empirical data and will generate clear context for 
Gender-Biased Sex Selection in Bangladesh. We hope this study will provide more in-depth 
insights for future program formulation and effective implementation by academics, 
researchers, program personnel and the ministries of our government. 

The successful completion of the Gender-Biased Sex Selection study was made possible by 
the contributions of a number of agencies and individuals. I would like to express my gratitude 
to the faculty members of the Department of Population Sciences, University of Dhaka for 
their every effort for the research. Special thanks to the Ministry of Education, University 
Grants Commissions for their extended hands in the process of approving the project. I 
sincerely appreciate the generous financial support provided by UNFPA, Bangladesh and EU 
to the Department of Population Sciences for this research and hope that their support will 
continue in the future. � 
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Professor Md. Aminul Haque, PhD 

Chairman and Project Director 
(11 March 2015 to 10 March 2018) 
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